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again there would be a pitched battle somewhere and breaking
of heads,, with which sport the alleged non-political German,
with his immense respect for anyone who takes part in politics.,
felt that the police really should not. interfere. In August 1926
the party had just over thirty thousand members, and the Red
press gave it welcome advertisement as the nucleus of the Fascist
peril. If to certain purists it seemed that Communism was being
fought by the method of using Satan to cast out Satan, and that
between "national" Bolshevism and the other kind there was
little choice of evils to the bourgeois, it seemed to certain gentlemen
whose ears were never far from the ground, who had no illusions
on the peril of any Bolshevism, but a well-founded dislike of
Socialism, that if it were a Fascist peril it might contain possi-
bilities. The chief possibility lay in the fact that running a gang
is an expensive pastime, and that the resources sacrificed by the
faithful were on the point of exhaustion. After much diplomacy
the leader and big business were brought into touch. Hitler
explained the purity of his motives, that the word "socialist" in
the title of the party had nothing to do with the ambitions of an
annoying working class, nor with socialization, nor with an
attack on the profits system. To Hitler this was only another
piece of salesmanship committing himself to nothing but the
action of making a sale; what the representatives of the heavy
industries thought is not recorded, but their subsidies flowed in.
They recognized the movement as a weapon against the worker.
The financial position of the party and its elaborate organization
was saved; the industrialists hoped for a profitable end to a
dubious speculation. But it was not by any means the only anti-
Communist party which these same industrialists had helped,
and no one paid much attention to the transaction, except the
leader who controlled the party funds as he controlled every-
thing else, and one other whose shrewdness has never been ques-
tioned, Alfred Hugenberg.
On the left the position was very different. Instead of factions
and groups possessed of resources and leaders, but lacking unity
and lacking adherents—they might conceivably., had there been
an election in 1927, have scraped together half a million votes

